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Note from the Executive Director

In this issue, | would like to focus on the various lewdlsooperation and advocacy we as
an association and I, as executive director of the @d8DT engage in. These can range
from the local level to the state level to the natideel of championing and interaction.

This installment will feature the two ends ofttbpectrum: local level cooperation and
association building and national level association aawnc On the local level, | will
discuss working with board members Lucile Estell and Jah&n to promote the
association at the Tejas Book Festival in Rockdale, Teasthe national level, | will
discuss my trip to Washington, DC to attend “Hike the Hilkails Advocacy Week,” in
which | talked with representatives of United States Sematarder to seek funding
support for the trail. Overall, | think these examplasillustrate the efforts | undertake
consistently for the association and trail. |1 hope yduemjoy them.

Steven Gonzales
Executive Director



Local Level Cooperation and Advocacy:

The Tejas Book Festival in Rockdale, Texas
B
Steven Gonzales, Executive Director of El Cami):m Re#bdsidejas National Historic Trail Association

On March 8 and &', 2010, the % Annual Tejas Book Festival took place in Rockdale,
Texas. Board members Joy Graham and Lucile Estellchi@ampions and community
advocates, have worked hard to make the festival a raalitya success for years. Joy and
Lucile graciously invited me to host a booth for the associatt the festival and | gladly
accepted.

On the evening of thd"5l attended a reception for the festival at the comtyugnk in
Rockdale and connected with many local business people atidgdoépresentatives.
Milam County judge, and trail supporter, Frank Summersomasand and lent his support.
Judge Summers declared that he would continue to work to litblphe promotion of the
trail and the association in Milam County. | thankedjtickge for his efforts and praised the
hard work and dedication Lucile and Joy have undertaken fdraihe@nd the association.

There were many authors and artists at the necejgis well, and | talked with many of
them about the association and trail. National comn@mtiim Hightower, stated he had
heard of the trail and expressed that its significancelgdhahtfully be espoused. | agreed
and continued on to that end.

The ' was the big day of the festival. The main strad®dckdale was lively and many
people strolled about the avenue enjoying the celebratior
Joy and Lucile secured a booth for the association at the
local library and a great number of people came by to vis
One of those people was Jim Currey, a local businesam
one of the newest members of the association. Mre@urr §
talked about how his grandfather had purchased a prize |
from a ranch near Apache Pass, a significant river ici@ss
along the trail, and stated that he wanted to do whatever
could to protect the trail and support our association.
| thanked Mr. Currey for his support and presented him w
a membership packet from the association. The photo tc
right originally appeared in the Rockdale newspaper just
few weeks ago. b A

Overall, the event in Rockdale was a huge sucddatkec Photo byMike Brown
with many people about the trail and association, and @ual Rockdale businessman Jim Currey
several new memberships in the process. It was apphati Joned $100 to become one of the frst
Joy and Lucile have been doing a great deal of promotior National Historic  Trail Association.

. Steven Gonzales, association executive
In all my travels of the trail, the people of Rockdatel a director, welcomed Currey into the group.
Milam County have demonstrated that they are some of tiic
most enthusiastic supporters of the trail. In my comigu&fforts to advocate for the
association, I look forward to working with local communitike Rockdale to give the trail
the recognition it deserves.




National Level Advocacy:
Hike the Hill: Trails Advocacy Week in WashingtddC

By
Steven Gonzales, Executive Director of El Camino Red#dsl&ejas National Historic Trail Association

The week before | was in Rockdale, | was in WashingtonfddElike the Hill: Trails
Advocacy Week. Hike the Hill is an annual gathering @t tirganizations from across the
country. Our association is part of The Partnership foNtt@nal Trails System, and we
have participated in this event for the last two years.

Hike the Hill is an event that brings trail asations together to advocate for their
respective trails before members of Congress. During theséings, congressional
representatives are asked to support funding for the trHiley are reminded that Congress
has determined that the trails are nationally signifieaa worthy of support at the national
level. In these hyper-partisan times, we encourage thatsupport of the trails is a non-
partisan issue that all Americans can be proud of.

In DC, | participated in the*JAnnual Hike on the National Mall. This event was
intended to demonstrate to members of Congress that Nati@tatic and National Scenic
Trails from across the country are treasures that teebe properly funded in order for them
to be duly preserved and protected.

The hike began at the foot of the Lincoln Memorial emacluded at the steps of the
Capitol Building. Supporters of trails from as far avesyHawaii took part in the march,
even as temperatures only reached a high in the mid-30s. ddpang at the Capitol
Building, the hikers were greeted by RepresentativesBlamienaur of Oregon and Gerry
Connolly of Virginia. The representatives talked of theanance of our nation’s trails and
the funding needed to keep them alive and well. Pleaseisdi@kifor news footage of
Representative ConnO”y Speaking about the ev@ntivw.myfoxde.com/dpp/mornings/hike-the-natibmall-022210

Later, | met with representatives of Senatorg Bailey Hutchinson and John Cornyn. (|
had an appointment with a representative of Senator Mamgirieu as well, but
unfortunately she had to cancel the meeting at the lasemymBoth representatives
received me warmly and were supportive of the trail and @aacagion. We talked at
length about the importance of funding for the trail, ithierest and support we receive from
our members and their constituency, and the hopes we hgwetecting and promoting
this irreplaceable resource. | thanked them for tivae and support, and stated that | look
forward to a continued relationship between our associatidrheeir offices.

Across-the-board, the event was a success. | addofoa the trail and association, made
some valuable contacts, and will work diligently toim@in them. | am excited about
returning to DC next year and nurturing the relationshipgsve made for the association.
They are crucial for the growth of our trail and assomm®




1* Annual Hike on the National Mall — Washington, DC




1st Annual Hike on the National Mall — Washington, DC




Executive Director, Steven Gonzales met with Senatan Gmrnyn’s representative, Theresa Lavery during Hike ithenH
Washington, DC.




Events

April 30, 2010: El Camino Real de los Tejas National Histdrail Association
Board Meeting in Victoria, Texas

May 12-14, 2010: El Camino Real de los Tejas National HisToad Association
hosts a Partnership for National Trails System WorkshoaimAhtonio, Texas

July 23, 2010: EI Camino Real de los Tejas National Hisiad Association Board
Meeting in Nacogdoches, Texas

October 21-22, 2010: El Camino Real de los Tejas Nationalritistcail
Association Annual Meeting in Rockdale, Texas

Please check our website and future newsletters foifisdecations and times.

List of Board Members, Associate Members, and Staff

Sally Buchanan — San Antonio/Goliad Region

Linda Curtis-Sparks — East Texas/Caddo Region
Chief Rufus Davis, Vice-President — East Texas/Caddo Region
Frank de la Teja — At Large

Gary Dunnam — San Antonio/Goliad Region

Lucile Estell, Vice-President — Brazos Region

Joy Graham, Secretary — Brazos Region

Duke Lyons, Treasurer — East Texas/Caddo Region
Carl Mica — Brazos Region

John Oglesbee — East Texas/Caddo Region
Melissa Sanford — At Large

Andrew Sansom, President — At Large

Richard Santos — South Texas Region

Raymond Starr — San Antonio/Goliad Region

Mark Stine — Brazos Region

John Stockley — South Texas Region

Dan Utley — At Large

Ricardo Villarreal — South Texas

Kay Wesson — At Large

Mariah Wade — Associate Member
Jeff Williams — Associate Member

Steven Gonzales — Executive Director



Submittal Information

Would you like to submit information about El Camino Real deTkgss to us? If so,
contact Steven Gonzales at (512) 850-907&e@renegonzales@msn.cor@ubmissions
must be received by the "1@f the month and will appear on a space-available basis.




