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Oglesbee’s Receive “Best of East Texas” Award 
By 

 Bob Bowman, Best of East Texas Publishing, via Dan Utley 
�

Board member, John Oglesbee and his wife, Betty, of San Augustine, long-time advocates of 
preserving local and Texas history, have received the Best of East Texas Award for their 
work.  The award is sponsored by Best of East Texas Publishing of Lufkin.  Bob Bowman, 
who owns Best of East Texas Publishing with his wife Doris, presented the award Tuesday 
before a meeting of the San Augustine Chamber of Commerce.  Previous winners of the 
award include Wanda Bobinger of Livingston, Bill O’Neal of Carthage, Eliza Bishop of 
Crockett, Ralph Wooster of Beaumont, Mattie Dellinger of Center, James Wilkins of Tyler, 
Max Lale of Marshall, Willie Earl Tindall of San Augustine, Dan Utley of Austin and Jean 
Ables Flatt of Terrell.  The award is a miniature water pump of the kind used on East Texas 
farms years ago.  “Just as farmers pumped water for the benefit for their families, this pump 
symbolizes the fact that historians, like the individuals we honor today, have spent decades 
in pumping wonderful stories from the rich historic aquifer that is East Texas,” said 
Bowman.  Bowman said few people know as much about East Texas history as the 
Oglesbees.  Among their efforts have been two books, “San Augustine: A Texas Treasure” 
and “Reminiscing the Road,” a history of El Camino Real, the historic Texas road.  Bowman 
said the Oglesbees have also played instrumental roles in the restoration of San Augustine’s 
historic courthouse and the establishment of the Mission Dolores commemorative site, as 
well as other historic projects in the county and region.�

�
�����������	
����
���
����� �
�
Betty and John Oglesbee, of San Augustine, right, receive the 2010 Best of East Texas Award from Doris and Bob Bowman, left. 
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El Camino Real at Tejeda Middle School History Faire 
By  

Steven Gonzales, Executive Director of El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail Association 

 
On April 10, 2010, Tejeda Middle School in San Antonio, Texas held its 9th Annual History 
Faire & Culture Fest.  Organized by history teacher, Randy Guzman, the faire is a lively 
event that draws thousands of people every year.  Mr. Guzman invited me to host a booth at 
the event to talk to students and their parents about El Camino Real, and I was honored to do 
so. 
     The event takes place on Tejeda’s “History Hill,” a beautiful, rolling landscape behind 
the school.  The grounds were covered in tents that boasted a wide variety of exhibits and 
booths that covered just about everything.  Some sold food and artisan wares, others 
displayed living history exhibits on General Bernardo de Gálvez, the Buffalo Soldiers, and 
World Wars I & II, as well as many others.   
     Admittedly, it is hard to compete for a child’s attention against Apache helicopters and 
armored vehicles carrying machine guns, but I was able to capture the interest of many 
students and their parents.  I talked with dozens of people throughout the day, and many 
were fascinated to learn about the trail.  All of them had heard of the San Antonio Missions, 
but few had heard of El Camino Real.  I told them how without El Camino, the missions nor 
San Antonio would be there.  They were pleased to learn about what led to the founding of 
their city and Texas.   
     Mr. Guzman thanked me for all of my efforts and asked me to come back again next year.  
I told him I would and that I look forward to doing it again.  Next time, however, I think I’ll 
go back with a band of soldados and some Texian forces to boot.  Not for protection, but to 
vividly illustrate to the kids that the history of El Camino Real is alive and well.    

      
      
Executive Director, Steven Gonzales, with a group of charros at the Tejeda Middle School History Faire and Culture Fest. 
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Events 
 

·  May 7, 2010:  Board Meeting in Victoria, Texas 
·  May 11-14, 2010:  El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail Association 

hosts a Partnership for National Trails System Workshop in San Antonio, Texas 
·  July 23, 2010:  Board Meeting in Nacogdoches, Texas 
·  October 21-22, 2010:  Annual Meeting in Rockdale, Texas 
·  November 14-17, 2010:  American Trails 20th National Symposium – “Trails:  The 

Green Way for America,” in Chattanooga, Tennessee  
 

Please check our website and future newsletters for specific locations and times. 

 
List of Board Members, Associate Members, and Staff 

 
·  Sally Buchanan – San Antonio/Goliad Region 
·  Linda Curtis-Sparks – East Texas/Caddo Region 
·  Chief Rufus Davis, Vice-President – East Texas/Caddo Region 
·  Frank de la Teja – At Large 
·  Gary Dunnam – San Antonio/Goliad Region 
·  Lucile Estell, Vice-President – Brazos Region 
·  Joy Graham, Secretary – Brazos Region 
·  Duke Lyons, Treasurer – East Texas/Caddo Region 
·  Carl Mica – Brazos Region 
·  John Oglesbee – East Texas/Caddo Region 
·  Melissa Sanford – At Large 
·  Andrew Sansom, President – At Large 
·  Richard Santos – South Texas Region 
·  Raymond Starr – San Antonio/Goliad Region 
·  Mark Stine – Brazos Region 
·  John Stockley – South Texas Region 
·  Dan Utley – At Large 
·  Ricardo Villarreal – South Texas 
·  Kay Wesson – At Large 
 

·  Mariah Wade – Associate Member 
·  Jeff Williams – Associate Member 

·  Steven Gonzales – Executive Director 
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Submittal Information 
 

Would you like to submit information about El Camino Real de los Tejas to us?  If so, 
contact Steven Gonzales at (512) 850-9073 or stevenegonzales@msn.com.  Submissions 
must be received by the 10th of the month and will appear on a space-available basis. 

 
 


