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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY ALONG EL CAMINO REAL DE LOS TEJAS 
NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL TO IDENTIFY 17TH-EARLY 19TH CENTURY 

CADDO SITES IN EAST TEXAS 
 

Timothy K. Perttula 
Archeological & Environmental Consultants, LLC, Austin and Pittsburg 

 
 Between November 2009 and March 2010, Archeological & Environmental Consultants, LLC 
completed an archaeological survey along the National Park Service-plotted routes of El Camino Real de los 
Tejas National Historic Trail in Cherokee, Houston, and Nacogdoches counties in East Texas. This work was 
funded by the National Park Service, National Trails System, Intermountain Region office.  
 The principal objective of the project was to employ archaeological survey methods and techniques, in 
combination with existing archaeological, historical, archival, and map information, to identify significant Caddo 
Indian sites in East Texas that were occupied during the late 17th-early 19th century period of use of El Camino 
Real de los Tejas corridor. The trail was initially established by the Caddo Indians at least 1000 years ago, 
however. 
 We first obtained landowner permissions to conduct archaeological surveys in key trail corridor areas; 
conducted intensive archaeological survey investigations of five of the highest site potential areas for Historic 
Caddo sites based on the available archaeological and historical information; and identified and documented 
significant Caddo archaeological resources along and associated with El Camino Real de los Tejas routes in East 
Texas.  The identification of Historic Caddo sites in the immediate vicinity of the trail routes should lead to be a 
better appreciation of the purpose and history of El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail. A final 
report on our work is currently under review by the National Park Service (Perttula et al. 2010), and it summarizes 
archaeological findings along the trail, and provides recommendations for future archaeological studies along the 
trail corridor. 
 The five tracts of land we investigated along and adjacent to El Camino Real de los Tejas included 
the Pike Tract (Cherokee County) on Caddo Mounds State Historic Site lands; three tracts of land on the 
lower course of San Pedro Creek (Houston County); and a tract of land along King Creek (Nacogdoches 
County), not far east of the Camino Real crossing of the Angelina River. The Pike tract is in the area where 
an 1806 map by Juan Pedro Walker depicts a Tejas [Hasinai Caddo] ranchito just east of the Neches River 
(Figure 1) and immediately north of three “Monuments Indigenes.” These three “monuments” are the three 
earthen mounds erected by the prehistoric Caddo at the George C. Davis site (41CE19), now included 
within the boundaries of Caddo Mounds State Historical Site. The San Pedro Creek tracts are in the vicinity 
of the suspected location of Mission San Francisco de los Tejas as well as a reported 18th century 
Nabedache Caddo village, while the King Creek tract is in an area of a Hainai Caddo village as well as in 
the suspected vicinity of Presidio Nuestra Senora de los Dolores de los Tejas. 
 The archeological survey work for each of the tracts included pedestrian archaeological survey, 
shovel testing to find preserved Caddo archaeological deposits, and metal detecting work. The 
archaeological survey identified 12 archeological sites in the five survey tracts. The archeological materials 
(pottery sherds and chipped stone tools) documented from these 12 sites testify that they were occupied as 
early as the Late Paleoindian period (ca. 10,500-10,000 years before the present) to as late as the early 18th 
century by Historic Caddo peoples (including the Nabedache and Hainai groups) during the European use of 
El Camino Real de los Tejas. Of the eight Caddo pottery-bearing habitation sites investigated during this 
project, the George C. Davis site area on the Pike tract was occupied between A.D. 850-1200, during the 
early prehistoric use of the trail; two others on San Pedro Creek (Ivie #1, 41HO263 and Ivie #2, 41HO264) 
were occupied during the 17th century, but probably before sustained European contact; while five others 
(George A. Moore #2, 41HO66, Nabedache Azul, 41HO214, David King, 41NA321, Wes Wisener, 
41NA336, and M. L. Wisener, 41NA337) were occupied from the late 17th century to at least the early 18th 
century. These sites have Patton Engraved pottery, a type of pottery made by the Caddo between ca. A.D. 
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1650-1800 (Figure 2). Historic European-made artifacts recovered at the George C. Davis site indicate that 
there was a ca. 1820-1860 Anglo-American settlement in proximity to an old route of El Camino Real, now 
known as Weeping Mary Road. 
 European trade goods found at the sites during the 2009-2010 archaeological survey investigations 
include a possible forged nail from the David King site and a white glass bead from the Wes Wisener site 
(Figure 3). Previous investigations at the Nabedache Azul site (on that portion of the site on Mission Tejas 
State Park lands) had recovered a variety of glass beads, gun flints, and metal artifacts (including gun parts) 
from metal detecting and hand excavations. 
 The recovery of preserved animal and plant remains at several sites, as well as the identification of 
preserved midden deposits at the Ivie #1, David King, and Wes Wisener sites, indicates that there are well-
preserved Caddo archaeological deposits of 17th century to early 18th century age at a number of the sites we 
have studied in this project along El Camino Real de los Tejas. Certainly we can expect that such sites will 
have evidence of houses, outdoor activity areas, arbors/ramadas and granaries, and trash disposal areas. As 
such, the results of this archaeological survey, in conjunction with more detailed future studies (i.e., remote 
sensing and selective hand excavations) of these sites—or others yet to be located along El Camino Real de 
los Tejas route in East Texas—can provide a clear glimpse of the nature and character of Caddo lifeways 
during the European use of El Camino Real de los Tejas. 
 
Perttula, T. K., B. Nelson, and M. Walters 
2010 Archeological Survey Investigations  to Identify 17th-early 19th Century Caddo Sites along El Camino Real 

de los Tejas National Historic Trail in East Texas. Draft report on file with the National Park Service, 
Santa Fe. 

 

 
Figure 1. Redrawn version of ca. 1806 Juan Pedro Walker map of the area from San Pedro Creek on the 
west to the Angelina River. 
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Figure 2. Patton Engraved pottery sherds from the Wes Wisener site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.  Eighteenth century white glass bead from the surface at the Wes Wisener site. 
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Los Caminos Reales Host a Partnership for the National Trails System National 
Historic Trails Workshop in San Antonio, Texas 

 
By  

Steven Gonzales, Executive Director of El Camino Real de los Tejas NHT Association 
 

From May 12th – May 14th, 2010, El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail Association and El 
Camino Real de Tierra Adentro Trail Association (CARTA) jointly hosted the 3rd annual National Historic 
Trails Workshop for the Partnership for the National Trails System.  The workshop was titled, “Conserving 
Corridors:  Cultural and Heritage Tourism – Trails as Destinations.”  The event brought presenters from all 
over the country, and even as far away as Croatia, to speak.  Representatives from agencies such as the 
National Park Service, Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, and Texas Historical Commission 
were in attendance.  National Historic Trail associations from the entire country, even Hawaii, came 
together for the occasion too.  In all, nearly thirty presenters and 100 individuals attended the event. 
 The first day of the event consisted of a field trip to the San Antonio Missions, along the corridor of 
El Camino.  A bus filled with workshop attendees performed volunteer service along a trail at Mission San 
José, visited trail resources, and offered advice on how to improve the corridor.  Many were taken by the 
shear beauty of the missions, and fascinated by their timelessness throughout the ages.       
 The workshop had three main themes:  1) Development and Marketing:  Understanding ‘Audience,’ 
2) Engaging the Next Generations as Audiences and Stewards, and 3) Defining and Protecting Heritage 
Corridors.   
 Board members Lucile Estell and Joy Graham presented during the “Development and Marketing” 
portion of the event.  Their presentation was titled “Partnering in Milam County, Texas.”   It was an 
excellent look at the efforts they took to build coalitions in Milam County to promote the trail and develop a 
map highlighting the route of the Camino and events in the area.  Their information was informative and 
well received by the participants.  Attendees walked away with a better understanding of building coalitions 
in order to get national trails the recognition they deserve.   
 During the “Engaging the Next Generations as Audiences and Stewards” segment, Robert Guzman 
and his students from Tejeda Middle School in San Antonio discussed how they grow enthusiasm and build 
ownership of history and historic sites.  Some of you may remember that in our last issue of El Correo I 
wrote about how Mr. Guzman invited me to host a booth at Tejeda’s history faire.  As an organizer of the 
workshop, it was a pleasure for me to return the gesture and invite Mr. Guzman and his students to the event.  
It is important that we as trail and history enthusiasts understand the crucial need to involve youth in our 
endeavors to promote and protect irreplaceable trail resources, because without them, what we cherish today 
may be gone tomorrow.  Mr. Guzman, and the influence he has on countless students, is a prime example of 
people doing just that! 
 The final segment of the workshop contained a great number of informative presentations.  One that 
I found particularly insightful was by Rebecca Schwendler of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  
Rebecca talked about protecting trails as linear landscapes.  She discussed identifying maximum boundaries 
of trail corridors in order to protect viewscapes along the trail, thereby preserving as authentic a setting as 
possible for trail users.  In order to do this, Rebecca called for trail management strategies that identify 
qualities the trail would like to protect, and stated there is a need to recognize for potential impacts such as 
inundation of trail resources by reservoirs.  Overall, Rebecca’s presentation was enlightening and instructive.  
 In the end, the workshop was a huge success.  Delegates from National Historic Trail associations, 
government agencies, and non-profit conservation groups came together to discuss tools and techniques for 
promoting and preserving trails, and everyone walked away with multiple ideas for doing so.  However, Los 
Caminos Reales are not done collaborating on projects together.  So keep your eye out for future events 
from us.          
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Photo of the Issue 
 

 
 

Photo of Board Members and other guests at the Board reception at Spirit Inn in Victoria County.  From 
twelve o’clock and going clockwise:  Board member, Kay Wesson; unknown; Board President, Andrew 

Sansom; Board Vice-President, Lucile Estell; Ann Davis; Board Vice-President, Chief Rufus Davis; Board 
member, Linda Curtis-Sparks; Board Secretary, Joy Graham; and Board Treasurer, Duke Lyons. 
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Events 
 

·  July 23, 2010:  Board Meeting in Nacogdoches, Texas 
·  October 21-22, 2010:  Annual Meeting in Rockdale, Texas 
·  November 14-17, 2010:  American Trails 20th National Symposium – “Trails:  The 

Green Way for America,” in Chattanooga, Tennessee  
 

Please check our website and future newsletters for specific locations and times. 

 
List of Board Members, Associate Members, and Staff 

 
·  Sally Buchanan – San Antonio/Goliad Region 
·  Linda Curtis-Sparks – East Texas/Caddo Region 
·  Chief Rufus Davis, Vice-President – East Texas/Caddo Region 
·  Gary Dunnam – San Antonio/Goliad Region 
·  Lucile Estell, Vice-President – Brazos Region 
·  Joy Graham, Secretary – Brazos Region 
·  Duke Lyons, Treasurer – East Texas/Caddo Region 
·  Carl Mica – Brazos Region 
·  John Oglesbee – East Texas/Caddo Region 
·  Melissa Sanford – At Large 
·  Andrew Sansom, President – At Large 
·  Richard Santos – South Texas Region 
·  Raymond Starr – San Antonio/Goliad Region 
·  Mark Stine – Brazos Region 
·  John Stockley – South Texas Region 
·  Dan Utley – At Large 
·  Kay Wesson – At Large 
 

·  Mariah Wade – Associate Member 
·  Jeff Williams – Associate Member 

·  Steven Gonzales – Executive Director 
 

Submittal Information 
 

Would you like to submit information about El Camino Real de los Tejas to us?  If so, 
contact Steven Gonzales at (512) 850-9073 or stevenegonzales@msn.com.  Submissions 
must be received by the 10th of the month and will appear on a space-available basis. 

 


