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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY ALONG EL CAMINO REAL DE LOS EJAS
NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL TO IDENTIFY 17M-EARLY 19" CENTURY
CADDO SITES IN EAST TEXAS

Timothy K. Perttula
Archeological & Environmental Consultants, LLC, Austin and Pittsburg

Between November 2009 and March 2010, Archeological & Enviratah€onsultants, LLC
completed an archaeological survey along the Nationéll Bervice-plotted routes of El Camino Real de los
Tejas National Historic Trail in Cherokee, Houston, Biatdogdoches counties in East Texas. This work was
funded by the National Park Service, National Trails &ystntermountain Region office.

The principal objective of the project was to emplaghaeological survey methods and techniques, in
combination with existing archaeological, historicalharal, and map information, to identify significant Caddo
Indian sites in East Texas that were occupied durinited -early 19" century period of use of El Camino
Real de los Tejas corridor. The trail was initiallyaédished by the Caddo Indians at least 1000 years ago,
however.

We first obtained landowner permissions to conduct aadbgical surveys in key trail corridor areas;
conducted intensive archaeological survey investigatibfige of the highest site potential areas for Histori
Caddo sites based on the available archaeological anddasinformation; and identified and documented
significant Caddo archaeological resources along andiassbwith EI Camino Real de los Tejas routes in East
Texas. The identification of Historic Caddo siteshie immediate vicinity of the trail routes should leathéca
better appreciation of the purpose and history ofdehido Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail. dafi
report on our work is currently under review by the Nati®aak Service (Perttula et al. 2010), and it summsirize
archaeological findings along the trail, and providesmamendations for future archaeological studies along the
trail corridor.

The five tracts of land we investigated along and a&djato EI Camino Real de los Tejas included
the Pike Tract (Cherokee County) on Caddo Mounds Staterldi§ite lands; three tracts of land on the
lower course of San Pedro Creek (Houston County); arattdf land along King Creek (Nacogdoches
County), not far east of the Camino Real crossintp@ngelina River. The Pike tract is in the area where
an 1806 map by Juan Pedro Walker depicts a Tejas [Hasinai Gaddbitojust east of the Neches River
(Figure 1) and immediately north of three “Monumenttigenes.” These three “monuments” are the three
earthen mounds erected by the prehistoric Caddo at thg&€oDavis site (41CE19), now included
within the boundaries of Caddo Mounds State Historical Sihe San Pedro Creek tracts are in the vicinity
of the suspected location of Mission San Franciscosi&¢jas as well as a reported’ t&ntury
Nabedache Caddo village, while the King Creek tract @iarea of a Hainai Caddo village as well as in
the suspected vicinity of Presidio Nuestra Senora dBddsres de los Tejas.

The archeological survey work for each of the traatkided pedestrian archaeological survey,
shovel testing to find preserved Caddo archaeological depasitsnetal detecting work. The
archaeological survey identified 12 archeological sitdke five survey tracts. The archeological matsrial
(pottery sherds and chipped stone tools) documented fromliResies testify that they were occupied as
early as the Late Paleoindian period (ca. 10,500-10,000 lyefine the present) to as late as the eaffy 18
century by Historic Caddo peoples (including the Nabedacti¢dainai groups) during the European use of
El Camino Real de los Tejas. Of the eight Caddo petiearing habitation sites investigated during this
project, the George C. Davis site area on the Pikewrastoccupied between A.D. 850-1200, during the
early prehistoric use of the trail; two others on Sedr® Creek (Ivie #1, 41HO263 and Ivie #2, 41HO264)
were occupied during the  2entury, but probably before sustained European contade five others
(George A. Moore #2, 41HO66, Nabedache Azul, 41HO214, David King, 41NA@24 Wisener,
41NA336, and M. L. Wisener, 41NA337) were occupied from theli@fecentury to at least the early™1.8
century. These sites have Patton Engraved pottery, atydtery made by the Caddo between ca. A.D.
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1650-1800 (Figure 2). Historic European-made artifacts recovetbd &eorge C. Davis site indicate that
there was a ca. 1820-1860 Anglo-American settlement inpityxio an old route of EI Camino Real, now
known as Weeping Mary Road.

European trade goods found at the sites during the 2009-2010 dogiessurvey investigations
include a possible forged nail from the David King site amdhié¢e glass bead from the Wes Wisener site
(Figure 3). Previous investigations at the Nabedache Amu{@n that portion of the site on Mission Tejas
State Park lands) had recovered a variety of glass bgaddlints, and metal artifacts (including gun parts)
from metal detecting and hand excavations.

The recovery of preserved animal and plant remaiss\aral sites, as well as the identification of
preserved midden deposits at the lvie #1, David King, and Wesnéfi sites, indicates that there are well-
preserved Caddo archaeological deposits Bfcentury to early 18century age at a number of the sites we
have studied in this project along El Camino Real dd&as. Certainly we can expect that such sites will
have evidence of houses, outdoor activity areas, araoradas and granaries, and trash disposal areas. As
such, the results of this archaeological survey, inuzation with more detailed future studies (i.e., remote
sensing and selective hand excavations) of these sitesthass yet to be located along El Camino Real de
los Tejas route in East Texas—can provide a clear géirapthe nature and character of Caddo lifeways
during the European use of El Camino Real de los Tejas.

Perttula, T. K., B. Nelson, and M. Walters

2010 Archeological Survey Investigations to IdentifyEarly 19" Century Caddo Sites along El Camino Real
de los Tejas National Historic Trail in East TexBsaft report on file with the National Park Seryic
Santa Fe.
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Figure 1. Redrawn version of ca. 1806 Juan Pedro Walker ntap afea from San Pedro Creek on the
west to the Angelina River.




Figure 2. Patton Engraved pottery sherds from the Wes ®fisén.

Figure 3. Eighteenth century white glass bead fromuhace at the Wes Wisener site.



Los Caminos Reales Host a Partnership for the Naitibrails System National
Historic Trails Workshop in San Antonio, Texas

By
Steven Gonzales, Executive Director of El Camino lRedbs Tejas NHT Association

From May 18— May 14" 2010, El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historidl Brssociation and El
Camino Real de Tierra Adentro Trail Association (CATJointly hosted the 8 annual National Historic
Trails Workshop for the Partnership for the Nationalil$r@&ystem. The workshop was titled, “Conserving
Corridors: Cultural and Heritage Tourism — Trails astibatons.” The event brought presenters from all
over the country, and even as far away as Croatipetaks Representatives from agencies such as the
National Park Service, Forest Service, Bureau of Land NeEmant, and Texas Historical Commission
were in attendance. National Historic Trail assamnst from the entire country, even Hawaii, came
together for the occasion too. In all, nearly thinggenters and 100 individuals attended the event.

The first day of the event consisted of a field tapghe San Antonio Missions, along the corridor of
El Camino. A bus filled with workshop attendees perfednaolunteer service along a trail at Mission San
José, visited trail resources, and offered advice on bamrove the corridor. Many were taken by the
shear beauty of the missions, and fascinated by thestegsness throughout the ages.

The workshop had three main themes: 1) Development ankielihg: Understanding ‘Audience,’
2) Engaging the Next Generations as Audiences and Stewsati8) Defining and Protecting Heritage
Corridors.

Board members Lucile Estell and Joy Graham presentedydtieri'Development and Marketing”
portion of the event. Their presentation was titedrtnering in Milam County, Texas.” It was an
excellent look at the efforts they took to build ¢ahs in Milam County to promote the trail and develop a
map highlighting the route of the Camino and eventsdratiea. Their information was informative and
well received by the participants. Attendees walked awtyavbetter understanding of building coalitions
in order to get national trails the recognition thegeatee.

During the “Engaging the Next Generations as AudieacesStewards” segment, Robert Guzman
and his students from Tejeda Middle School in San Antdisicussed how they grow enthusiasm and build
ownership of history and historic sites. Some of yoy manember that in our last issueEdfCorreol
wrote about how Mr. Guzman invited me to host a bootregda’s history faire. As an organizer of the
workshop, it was a pleasure for me to return the geandanvite Mr. Guzman and his students to the event.
It is important that we as trail and history enthusiamderstand the crucial need to involve youth in our
endeavors to promote and protect irreplaceable trailiress, because without them, what we cherish today
may be gone tomorrow. Mr. Guzman, and the influendealseon countless students, is a prime example of
people doing just that!

The final segment of the workshop contained a great nuaileformative presentations. One that
| found particularly insightful was by Rebecca Schwendfdhe National Trust for Historic Preservation.
Rebecca talked about protecting trails as linear landsc&lesdiscussed identifying maximum boundaries
of trail corridors in order to protect viewscapes aldrgttail, thereby preserving as authentic a setting as
possible for trail users. In order to do this, Rebec@acdfor trail management strategies that identify
qualities the trail would like to protect, and statedehisra need to recognize for potential impacts such as
inundation of trail resources by reservoirs. OveRdibecca’s presentation was enlightening and instructive.

In the end, the workshop was a huge success. Delegatedl&tional Historic Trail associations,
government agencies, and non-profit conservation groups tayather to discuss tools and techniques for
promoting and preserving trails, and everyone walked awdymuttiple ideas for doing so. However, Los
Caminos Reales are not done collaborating on prajegether. So keep your eye out for future events
from us.






Photo of the Issue

Photo of Board Members and other guests at the Boaggtiea at Spirit Inn in Victoria County. From
twelve o’clock and going clockwise: Board member, Kays¥déa; unknown; Board President, Andrew
Sansom; Board Vice-President, Lucile Estell; Ann DaB®ard Vice-President, Chief Rufus Davis; Board
member, Linda Curtis-Sparks; Board Secretary, Joy GraharBaard Treasurer, Duke Lyons.



Events

July 23, 2010: Board Meeting in Nacogdoches, Texas

October 21-22, 2010: Annual Meeting in Rockdale, Texas

November 14-17, 2010: American Trails"2@ational Symposium — “Trails: The
Green Way for America,” in Chattanooga, Tennessee

Please check our website and future newsletters foifisdecations and times.
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Submittal Information

Would you like to submit information about El Camino Real deTkgss to us? If so,
contact Steven Gonzales at (512) 850-907&e@renegonzales@msn.cor@ubmissions
must be received by the "1@f the month and will appear on a space-available basis.




